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Giseok Kim (1990) designed the Aluminum Shelf series in
2021. The shelves were first produced in Seoul for Spatial
Semiology (2019-2022), the spatial design studio Giseok
founded to explore the potential of movable objects and
symbols in an interior design context.

In 2023, COUR became the first to produce the Aluminum
Shelf series in Europe, introducing the modules to a wider
audience via the COUR showroom and exhibition space in
Antwerp. Aluminum Shelf is inspired by ‘skeleton architecture’,
the beauty of empty spaces, exposed materials and visible
functionality. The modules consist of aluminium U-profiles con-
nected with nuts and bolts — industrial materials typically used
for functional purposes. However, Giseok wanted to expose
these materials as an integral part of the design, valuing their
recognisability and functionality. Produced in small-scale indus-
trial ensembles using readily available materials, Aluminium
Shelf offers a practical and versatile solution for storage and
display in any type of space — whether stacked or mounted
side by side, as stand-alone units or in modular ensembles.

Although both Zapf and Giseok emerged from a specific time
and place, allowing themselves to be influenced by the zeitgeist
— for Zapf, the rounded modularity of space-age comfort, for
Giseok, the rising popularity of modern Korean design — putting
them in a room together allows us to crystallise what makes
each of them unique: clever engineering, functionality, modular-
ity, customisability, material simplicity and an uncompromising
aesthetic vision. Both contribute to a unique stream of design
history, one that blends functionality with timeless appeal.
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